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25X1X% 1. The Mawchi Mires, Ltd., producers of tin and tungsten, are connected with 
the railroad at Toungoo by a company ali-weather road 100 miles long. The 
elevation of' the mine is 3,600 fegt and the mill 1,900 feet. The mine is 
developed t-7 adits, and therefore has good dreinace and ventilation. 


Although miny of the workings were caved in during the Japanese occupation, 
productior at the mine beran in 1948 and by August of the some year the 
output reiched 130 tons of mixed concentrates (38 percent tin and 33 parcent 
tungstic oxide (WO, )). By December 1948, production had declined to only 
60 tons as the fighting had cut off the shipment of mining supplies. Total 
production of the mine at Mawchi for the calender year 1948 including tri- 
butery was 822 tons of mixed concentrates .* 
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5. The .zine closed down completely in May 1949 when stocks of supplies wars 
exhausted and the mine is now on @ care end maintenance basis. No mixed 
coucentrates have been nroduced since the first half of 1949 when 400 tons 
vere produced. ds of February 1950, the Mawchi Mines, Ltd.** staff which 
j¢ still at the mins, purchased all production of tributers who worked 
uhe mine. In February 1950 the stocks at Mawahi totaled about 640 tons 
of mixed concentrates, : 


45 The mill, including the flotation plant, has been completely rebuilt, and 
now has a monthly potentiel capacity of 300 tons of mixed concentrates. 
The ore mined sverages about 2.5 peresnt combined tin and tungsten. Fine 
Sulphides are separated by flotation. Uasader normal conditions the mixed 
concentrates are shipped to the Murex plant in ingland where the tin and 
tungsten are separated. 


5- Since resumption of activity at the mines in 1948, operations have been 
‘hindered by the general state of chaos in Burma, Labor was scattered and 
difficult to locete. Shipments of explosives to the mine wera etopped on 
orders of the Government of Burma (GOB) lest such explosives fall into the 
hands of the Karens. Shipments of fuel were commandeered by the GOB for 
its own use. Shortages of food, medical supplies and essential Spare parts 
impeded the operations. 
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When Mawchi Mines, Ltd. went on a care and maintenance basis most of the 
Karon workers, although discharged by the company, started to work nearby 
prospects by hand, selling the product to Mawchi. Others went to tungsten 
mites in Thailand near Mae Sarieng informing the company that they would 
reiurn as soon aS operations at Mawchi were reinstated. 


Tha reserves at Mawchi total 766,000 tons averacing 2.27 percent combined 
tin and tungsten with the possibility of further development substantially 
increasing those figures. Given good operating conditions within a year's 
tina it is estimated that the mine could reach an output of 300 tons of 
m.xad concentrates per month. 


Nevy tungsten deposits have been reported northeast of Papum near the Thai 
border. These concentrates are being mined by hand by local Karens end 
the concentrate is being smuggled into Thailand and sold as Thai produce. 
The concentrates are taken to Nae Sarieng and then flown by Siamese Airways 
to Chienrmai. 


25X1X ; 
* MEBMBonment. From Merch 1948 to March 1949, 49,794 tons were pro= 


duced at the mine and 215 tons were bought from tributes. 


~ 25X1X 
«« [BB Commont. Mawchi Mines, Ltd. are controlled by the Anglo-American 


inet 


Corporation of South Africa Ltd. of which Sir Ernest Oppenheimer is 
chairman of the board of directors. 
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